Death in el Valle – Newsletter from CM Hardt - # 1


September 21, 2005                                                      Dispatch from Madrid, España 

Dear Friends: 

I want to thank you all for your support and positive feedback on the website! It means a lot to me!  There have been a number of DVD sales…and this is very encouraging!

Please help me keep up the momentum – and send a link to your friends – www.deathinelvalle.com 

I also have some great developments I want to share with you. I am currently in Madrid promoting “Death in El Valle” throughout Spain. I decided it was best to “officially” release the DVD and the website here first and then in the US. 

On September 14th “El monte o la muerte”, a book by Santiago Macías was published, and an entire chapter is dedicated to the story of “Death in El Valle”.  I am very excited about this, not only because Santiago is a terrific writer with a bestseller under his belt (“Las fosas de Franco” or “Franco’s Mass Graves”) and this will generate terrific publicity for this film, but also because it means I have now officially become part of this great movement in Spain to reclaim the past and seek justice and honor for Franco’s victims. 

“El monte o la muerte” focuses on the legendary life of the anti-Franco guerrilla Manuel Girón and his band of men, who fought mainly in the León region of Spain. These were the men who stayed in my grandparent’s house. The prologue is by acclaimed León novelist Julio Llamazares, who has written amongst other things the novel “Luna de Lobos” about the “guerrilleros” who fought fascism in the Bierzo region. 

I had the opportunity to meet Julio Llamazares at Santiago’s press release – it seems he had already heard about the documentary - and promptly requested a copy of the DVD. I was more than happy to oblige. A couple of days later he called to say he had absolutely loved “Death in El Valle” and would help me out in any way he could. Julio feels strongly that this film can and should be shown in Spain; in fact he thought a theatrical run in art cinemas could happen. Hurray for that! This project needs him. 

Santiago Macias and Emilio Silva (the other author of “Las fosas de Franco” and the president of ARMH) are also helping me out with many contacts here in Spain and different ways to promote the DVD. 

Thanks to them, on September 27th there will be a screening in A Coruña and this Saturday, September 24th, Santiago and I, will both be interviewed by Radio Coruña Ser. Tuesday, September 28th, I’m off to Orense, just North of Portugal, where a wonderful man by the name of Jose Cabañas who works for the local ARMH, is putting together a screening plus Q&A afterwards at Centro Cultural Edificio Simeón. On the 30th, I am heading to present the film at a festival in Cuenca, not far from Valencia, sponsored by La Gavilla Verde. Over 3000 people will be attending lectures, screenings and discussions at the weekend event honoring the memory of the “anti Franco guerilleros.” If you are interested in finding out more check out www.lagavillaverde.com
There will also be a screening in Ponferrada on October 4th or 5th, which is very close to where my family is from. If you recall, this is the city where the Civil Guard who killed my grandfather lives. I have no idea whether the man is still alive, but I can assure you that doing a screening in there will be very emotional for me. 

We are still working on a screening date in Madrid. I have a good contact at the Circulo de las Bellas Artes and with a bit of luck something will come through for the first week of October. Meanwhile, I’ve been slowly building a press list for that event, as this will the official launch of the site and the release of the DVD.

This past Saturday, September 17, Emilio Silva, Günter Schwaiger, (an Austrian filmmaker whose made a terrific film about the exhumation process in the small town of Santa Cruz  – the film is called “Santa Cruz”, as well) and I participated in a round table discussion at Radio Vallekas, a local community radio station here in Madrid. It was really great to have an outlet like that and it was interesting for me to be a part of a discussion spearheaded by Emilio and the local DJ’s.  

In case you haven’t been following it, the big news in Spain at the moment with regards to the exhumation issue is that the government has stated that it will set up a committee ONLY if can benefit victims of both sides. Although the newly socialist government is making some overtures, however small, to deal with this thorny issue, it does not want to be seen as partisan in any way – or so it would seem. Spain’s fascist past is not so long ago when you think about it compared to the rest of Europe. However, the point they seem to be missing is that “los falangistas” or the right- wingers were well taken care of for over 40 years while General Franco ruled. There were countless exhumations just after the war ended to give the “fallen heroes” proper burials, and many memorials built around the country in their honor. Meanwhile, the other side - the socialists and anarchists - they remain in their mass graves, apart from the few that have been exhumed in the last 3 years thanks to ARMH’s pro-bono efforts. (Please see http://www.memoriahistorica.org/ or www.deathinelvalle.com to learn more)  This includes Spain’s most illustrious poet and playwright, Fernando Garcia Lorca, but that’s a whole other story! 


Clearly what this country needs is an official, as well as, neutral “truth and reconciliation” committee. And if the government isn’t going to do it, then the people will have to do it themselves. I have become that much more inspired by what the ARMH is doing and when I get to the U.S. (apart from a portion of these DVD sales already being contributed to them, which is the very least that I feel I can do,) I intend to put some real effort into fundraising for them. They need about $40,000 to be able to form a Foundation, and with the right benefactor or benefactors becoming interested in them, this can happen fairly easily. This way they will be better able to help more families retrieve more quickly their relatives’ remains. 

Lastly, please tell all your friends about the website and encourage them to tell their friends about it. With a bit of luck this thing can grow virally and spread throughout our communities, and really catch on. And remember, by buying a DVD, not only are you helping this website stay vibrant and alive and a filmmaker survive, but you are contributing to a worthy cause and strengthening Democracy by putting a stop to censorship. Visit www.deathinelvalle.com 

Un abrazo fuerte!

CM Hardt
